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what account!. There is no answer to the first except Not less
true about the friends in proportion as it was truer about Mr
Sowerby; and none to the second except Not less true about the
friends because it was true about Mr Sowerby. Both are meaning-
less, and the the is superfluous and wrong.
Yet as his criticism is more valuable than that of other men, so it is
the more rarely met with.—Spectator.
This is such an odd tangle of the two formulae as ... so, the
more ... the more, that the reader is tempted to cut the knot and
imagine what is hardly possible, that the is meant for the
ordinary article, agreeing with kind of criticism understood
between the and more. Otherwise it must be cured either by
omitting the, or by writing The more valuable his criticism, the
more rarely is it met with. If the latter is done, than that of other
men will have to go. Which suggests the further observation
that the with a comparative is almost always wrong when a
ZAa/2-clause is appended. This is because in the full double
clause there is necessarily not a fixed standard of comparison,
but a sliding scale. The following example, not complicated
by any the, will make the point clear:
My eyes are more and more averse to light than ever.—s. ferrier.
You can be more averse than ever, or more and more averse,
but not more and more averse than ever. Ever can only mean
the single point of time in the past, whichever it was, at which
you were most averse. But to be more and more averse is to be
moreaverse at each stage than at each previous stage. Just such a
sliding scale is essential with the more ... the more. And perhaps
it becomes so closely associated with the phrase that the ex-
pression of a fixed standard of comparison, such as is inevitably
set up by a than-clause, is felt to be impossible even when the
demonstrative the stands alone. In the next two examples,
answers to the question More on what account ? can be found,
though they are so far disguised that the sentences would be
uncomfortable, even if what makes them impossible were ab-
sent. That is the addition of the 2Aa«-clause in each.
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